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LONDON, Aug. 6..Professor Atkinson

Is certainly a man of very remarkablepretensions, but he Is really In
himself a very remarkable man. It is some

two or three years since I made his acquaintance,and little by little I have been
drawn into a knowledge of his work, his
methods and theories, and finally into somethingof a knowledge of the man himself.
He is a worker of miracles, but only on

the grounds of plain science and common

sense. He deals with dislocations of the
bones and muscles, with relaxed or shortenedtendons, with physical distortions
and displacements of all sorts, and It Is
his pride and Joy to get hold of the cases

which for years have been pronounced incurableat the hopsitals.
Any week night In the year he may be

seen dealing with a crowd of such cases at
his veterinary rooms In Wilton place where
his poor non-paying patients gather.men,
women and children who have been the
despair of the hospitals, and who have
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had the good fortune to hear of this one

door of hope which is still open to the socalledincurable.
One of the Professor's feats I should

almost fear to mention if it were not en-

tlrely beyond doubt or dispute. It Is the
case of the Hon. George Lambton, who Is
one of the best-known gentlemen steeplechasersIn the world. Mr. Lambton had a

fearful fall, and broke his back. There was
no actual rupture of the spinal cord, for
that, of course, would have meant death,
but there was a terrible displacement of
the vertebral bones, and the dashing gentleFammi*
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man jor Key was a helpless cripple. The
sufferei was a man of wealth, and every
care aria skill that wealth can buy was

lavished on him. He languished for five
years, and before he grew tired of experimenthe t :ied everything that doctors could
do for hira. The regular practitioners bad
their turn at him, the electricians had

theirs, the Swedish rubbers theirs. Nothing
availed him, and at length he resigned himselfto fate.

It happened that the Duchess of Sutherland,who Is a friend of Mr. Lambton's, sufferedan accident in the hunting field, and
received Injuries which threatened to be

permanent. After trying the ordinary treatmentin vain she was recommended by
somebody to Professor Atkinson. She consultedhim, and he cured her. Her Grace
became enthusiastic, and, remembering Mr.
Lambton's case, Insisted on his consulting
the Professor also. Mr. Lambton's faith
in the power of any healing art was gone.
He had made up his mind that he was
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last, however, the Duchess prevailed, and
he submitted to his final trial.
He could Just manage to get about on

crutches, and when the Professor first saw

him he said: "I have come to you because
I promised to come, but I know perfectly
well that you can't do me any good."
The Professor thought otherwise. He

set to work upon his patient, with this utterlyastounding result: That In five
weeks' time the Hon. George Lambton rode
his own horse, "Dingle Bay," to the wlnRfl
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ning post at Newmarket. He has ridden
many winners since, and has. in fact, reassumedhis old place among the most
active and daring of our gentlemen riders.
How was this surprising result arrived

at? A little knowledge of the man and his
methods enlighten you. To begin with, he
is a man of giant strength; to continue, he
has an extraordinary delicacy of touch, and
a strange intuitive sympathy for the seat
of pain; and Anally, he has a complete
scholarly knowledge of anatomy, and
knows the action of every muscle, tendon
flml nnrvo In tho 1mmnn cvfltom Tin* nrn.

fessional strong man Sandow is an occasionalpatient, of him, and sometimes he
and the Professor have a playful little test,
of strength together. In the wrist ,.-nd
hand the Professor is the stronger of the
two. I have been for many years a stu-
dent of chiromancy, and I am a believer
in it.not,, of course, on the fortune-toiling
side, which is obviously absurd.but as

affording strong indications of character
au'd capacity.

I have examined some thousands of
hands, but I have never seen one like Pro
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fessor Atkinson's. The ball of the thumb
and the palm have an extraordinary musculardevelopment, and feel like iron, and
the linger tips are of a! strongly contrastingsensitiveness. It is a hand which
touches the extremes of strength and delicacy,and this combination of qualities is
largely responsible for the man's unusual
manipulative power.
Writing of Sandow reminds me of a

rather droll little incident which took place
some time ago in Atkinson's gymnasium,
in Park lane. Sandow and the professor,1
were discussing methods of muscular do-
vclopment. The strong man had invented
a machine for the increase of the muscles
of the calf. He was explaining its action
when it occurred to him to give it a

practical illustration. "It works like
this," ho said. "Sit down opposite to me,
and place your knees between mine." The
bone setter accepted the invitation, and
the strong man. setting his own kuoes
outside the other's, tried to bring them together.The professor's knees gave no

sign of yielding. The strong man looked
surprised and tried again. Still no sign
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of yielding. Then the position was reversed.and Sandow's knees went together.
The little Hercules, who is himself an

anatomist and knows where every force
in the body comes from, and how it is expended,stooped and seized his friendly
opponent by the calf. "All!" he said
quietly, "you can give me two Inches
there."
Professor Atkinson is still a youngish

man.a good deal on the right side of the
prime of life.but it is some years since
he left the arena of athletics. He shone
there' for a time, however, and held the
amateur championship both as a boxer
and a wrestler.
He has told me, since I began to take

an interest in his work, that one of the
stiiTest things he ever had to do in his
life was to restore Sandow's shoulder when
it slipped as a result of his attempting a
feat he had not practised. The accident
happened in a match between Sandow and
a rival strong man known as Samson, and
the contest took place on the stage of the
lioyal Aquarium. Tlie professor was one
of the judges appointed to decide on the
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on the spot to put things right at once. It f
was a fortunate thing indeed for Saudow !
that n third man was on the scene. 1
This brings me to another case, which, [

though less remarkable than that of the
Hon. Mr. Lambton, is still curious and c

worth recording. This same Samson of <

whom I have just been writing was per-
forming at the Aquarium when a grave ]
disaster happened to him. He had a fifty- i
six pound weight suspended at a height of
thirty feet from the stage, and it was a f

part of his professional business to catch <
this and sustain it upon his outstretched
arm. It happened that on a certain night
things went wrong. The weight was im-
properly caught somehow, and as a result 1
there was a terrible rupture of the muscles <
of the upper arm, and the performer was i
carried from the stage In a state of insensibility.He was conveyed to the WestminsterHospital, where he remained for
five weeks, and at the end of that time
it was decided In consultation that the
power of muscular action was irretrievably
lost unless the patient wbuld consent to
have the ruptured muscle cut.
The operation would probably have en-
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tfaordinary muscular development an<
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nbled the subject to flex his arm once more,
but it would certainly have put an end to.
his performances. Fnder these circumstancesthe manager of the,Aquarium adviseda consultation with Professor Atkinson.who was very scornful at the Idea of
using the knife in such a ease.
lie hr.3 quite recently described to me

the methods he adopted. First of all he
fomented the Injured limb with hot water,
and then set a stout wooden bar along the
upper arm and lashed It firmly there with

V. U. .juli. wi.ti. na'iiig 1""S

secured a leverage he gradually, by folding
the towel round the lower arm, drew It
down, working at the stiffened tendons
meanwhile, until the whole arm resumed
Its normal posture. I asked if the patient
suffered greatly, and was answered "No.'
The operator claims that the touch of the
hand properly applied Is a natural anaesthetic.and when you ccme to turn the questionover in your mind the contention is
not so strange as It at first appears. The
Instincts are generally just, and It Is an
instinct with everybody to chafe an un
broken sore. Look at the schoolboy on
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ivhose palm the schoolmaster's cane has
alien. He rubs. "Yes," says the immortal
squeors. "You may rub, but It will be a
ong time before you'll rub that out." Few
jeople are so fortunate (or so unfortunate)
is not to know what a soothing hand can
lo in headache or in fever. Quite an appre.UKIo

... Fv.nuu uj. Aiiiiuson s power lies In
rhat Intuitive perception of the seat of
lain which I have already named, and it Is
lot surprising that the touch of a hand
it once so strong and tender as his own
should have a marked effect upon his padents.
I should have said earlier than this that

Samson was back at his ordinary professionalbusiness in a week, and that the
lmb so frightfully Injured has suffered no
Ilminution of strength since Atkinson's
simple operation saved it.

I have not personally witnessed any of
Atkinson's rapid and astonishing cures.
IVith one exception I have only seen him
handling chronic and Indurated cases, in
tvhieh he has openly recognized the necessityfor a comparatively lengthy treatment
But as I am in the act of writing this
arctlcle I come upon the testimony of H.
C. Black, the author of "Notable Women

Extraordinary Hand.

of hands, but I have never seen on*
the thumb and the palm have an ex3feel like Iron, and the finger tips are
It is a hand which touches the exhiscombination of qualities is largely

ipulative power."

of To-day." The extract I am about to
transcribe is from the Westminster Gazette
of October 5, 1894. "Two lads are waiting,"says the writer, who is describing the
rooms in Wilton pl$ce where Atkinson
meets his non-payihg patients. "The on®
on crutches is a light-weight wrestler; the
other, leaning on a stick, drags painfully
a rigid limb, which he 'ricked' at football,
eleven months ago. Without going further
into details it is enough to say that within
half an hour the first of these walks out,
carrying his crutches over his shoulder,
while the second, discarding his stick,
crosses the big room jauntily, and in the
exuberance of his joy 'takes' the stair®
in a couple of leaps."
One of Atkinson's triumphant cases was

that of Prince Henry of Plcss, and another
was that of the Duchess of Hamilton, butl
I have forgotten the details of these. They
brought him a great deal of kudos, and of
course they still bring to him streams of
fashionable patients, but my own Interest
has been mainly centred on the cures he
has wrought among athletes, fighting
men, jockeys, and sportsmen.

DAVID CHItrSTIE MURRAY.
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